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OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  YEAR  1938 

BY 

JOHN  A.  WATT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Meacham,  Printer,  Lichfield 


Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 


Rural  Council  House, 
Lichfield, 

6th  November,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  during-  1938. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
valuable  assistance  in  preparing-  this  Report  and  especially 
Mr.  B.  L.  Illing-worth,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
Mr.  J.  G.  Rimand,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  who  have 
written  the  sections  dealing  with  work  for  which  they  are 
primarily  responsible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JOHN  A.  WATT. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

* 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

JOHN  A.  WATT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspectors — 

B.  L.  ILLINGWORTH,  Cert.  San.  Inst. 

G.  RICHARDSON,  Cert.  San.  Inst,  and  J.E.B. 


Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector — 

K.  BLOWER. 


Clerk — 

R.  W.  DERRY. 


Engineer  and  Surveyor — 

J.  G.  RIMAND,  M.  Inst.  M.  &  Cy.  E. 


Clerk  to  the  District  Council — 

THOMAS  MOSELEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  the  Lichfield  Joint  Isolation  Hospital — 

Dr.  R.  E.  JOHNSON,  Lichfield. 

Matron — Miss  E.  D.  Dyche. 


Tuberculosis  Officer — 

Dr.  A.  H.  PARKINSON,  Stafford. 

(appointed  by  County  Tuberculosis  Joint  Committee) 
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District  Medical  Officers. 

Staffordshire  Public  Assistance  Committee. 


Name  of  Medical 

Relief  District.  Parishes.  District  Medical  Officer. 


Alrewas  ... 

Alrewas 

Elford 

Edingale 

Harlaston 

Dr.  A.  de  la  C.  Russian, 
Ern  Lodge, 

Alrewas. 

St.  Chad’s 

Streethay 

Whittington 

Fisherwick 

Swinfen  &  Packington 
Weeford 

Dr.  R.  E.  Johnson, 

West  Gate  Cottage, 
Lichfield. 

Shenstone 

Shenstone  (part) 

Wall 

Dr.  T.  D.  Stuart  Shaw, 
The  Red  House, 

Lichfield. 

Rugeley  ... 

Colton 

Mavesyn  Ridware 

Longdon 

Armitage-with-Handsacre 
Brindley  Heath 

Dr.  J.  H.  Whiteside, 
Armitage. 

Ogley  Hay 

Farewell  &  Chorley 
Burntwood 

Hammerwich 

Shenstone  (part) 

Dr.  W.  Fraser, 

Chase  Lodge, 

Chasetown. 

Yoxall 

Hamstall  Ridware 

Kings  Bromley 

Dr.  C.  J.  Armson, 

Brook  House, 

Yoxall. 

Tamworth 

Wigginton 

Thorpe  Constantine 

(part) 

Dr.  W.  Lowson, 

Colehill, 

Tamworth. 

Clifton 

Campville 

Clifton  Campville 

Thorpe  Constantine 

(part) 

Dr.  J.  R.  Salmond, 
Lindores, 

Appleby  Magna 

Fazeley  ... 

Hints  (part) 

Fazeley 

Drayton  Bassett 

Dr.  W.  C.  Whiteside. 

Fazeley. 

Canwell  ... 

Hints  (part) 

Dr.  T.  Betteridge, 
Sutton  Coldfield. 
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Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84,573 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  mid-1938  .  32,210 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  8,559 

Rateable  Value,  1st  October,  1938  ...  ...  £146,581 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £554 

The  Lichfield  Rural  District,  in  the  County  of  Stafford, 
surrounds  completely  the  ancient  city  of  Lichfield.  On  its 
East  and  South  sides  it  is  bounded  by  the  Counties  of 
Derby,  Leicester  and  Warwick.  The  North  and  West  sides 
are  bounded  by  the  County  of  Stafford  comprising  the 
following  county  districts  in  order  from  the  North  : 

Tutbury  Rural,  Uttoxeter  Rural,  Stafford  Rural,  Rugeley 
Urban,  Cannock  Urban,  Brownhills  Urban  and  Aldridge 
Urban. 

The  district  is  in  the  main  devoted  to  agriculture.  A 
considerable  portion  forms  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Trent 
and  its  large  tributary,  the  Tame.  Along  the  river  valley 
the  land  is  flat— between  the  200  and  300  contour  level — - 
rising  on  the  West  side  to  an  altitude  of  nearly  700  feet  in 
the  parish  of  Brindley  Heath,  part  of  Cannock  Chase.  The 
Western  section  contains  coal  seams  and  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  mining  population.  There  are  pottery  works  in 
Armitage  and  tape  mills  in  Fazeley.  The  parish  of 
Shenstone  is  largely  residential  and  an  overflow  from  the 
city  of  Birmingham. 

The  soil  on  the  whole  is  light  and  porous  with  a  subsoil 
of  gravel  or  marl  and  a  few  islands  of  clay.  In  the  Cannock 
Chase  district  there  is  a  thin  layer  of  peat  lying  upon  gravel 
and  sand,  a  relic  of  the  old  Cannock  Chase  forest. 

There  are  two  large  public  institutions  in  the  district  : 
(1)  The  County  Mental  Hospital,  Burntwood,  with  1,200 
patients  and  staff;  (2)  Whittington  Barracks. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  short  time  employment  among 
miners  in  Cannock  Chase,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  and  during  the  winter  there  is  the  usual  unemploy¬ 
ment  among  agricultural  and  general  labourers. 


The  Royal  Air  Force  have  constructed  a  large  military 
camp  in  the  parish  of  Brindley  Heath. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  approved,  under  the 
Camps  Act,  1939,  the  acquisition  by  the  National  Camps 
Corporation  Act  of  a  site  at  Pipe  Wood  for  use  as  a  camp. 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


Still-Births 


STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of 

Total. 

509 

28 

M. 

255 

16 

p. 

2541 

12/ 

estimated 

Population 

16 '67 

537 

271 

266 

Rate  per  1,000 
total 

(live  and  still) 
Births 

26 

11 

15 

48*4 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000 
estimated 

Deaths 


Resident  Populat'n 

337  195  142  10*46 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes— 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 


Nil 

Nil 


Rate  per  1,000 
total 

(live  and  still) 
Births 

0 

0 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age— 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  (25)  ...  ...  46*5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(23)  .  45*0 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  (2)  . 71*5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)... 
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Vital  Statistics  of  District  for  the  last  10  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

DEATHS 

BII 

TTHS 

Under 

1  Year  of  Age 

At  A1 

Ages 

Number 

Rate 

per  1 ,000 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Number 

Rate 

1929 

30,400 

551 

17-63 

34 

61-7 

338 

11-43 

1930 

30,400 

565 

18-08 

46 

81*41 

301 

10*18 

1931 

29,160 

458 

15-32 

31 

67-68 

321 

11-29 

1932 

29,600 

470 

15-87 

29 

61-7 

325 

10-97 

1933 

29,990 

477 

15-9 

23 

48-21 

281 

9-36 

1934 

32,353 

548 

16-5 

38 

69-3 

341 

10-2 

1935 

32,540 

508 

15*6 

29 

57-0 

304 

9-34 

1936 

31,260 

460 

14-7 

39 

84-8 

334 

10-7 

1937 

31,680 

500 

15-78 

22 

44-0 

353 

11-1 

1938 

32,210 

537 

16-67 

25 

46-5 

337 

10-46 

Average  Rates  for  England  &  Wales  during  1938. 

Birth  Rate— 1 5’1  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate — 1 1 ’6  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate — 53  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Rural  District  of  Lichfield 

during  the  year  1938. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

(Civilians  only) 

All  Causes . 

195 

142 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . . 

... 

2  Measles . 

3  Scarlet  F'ever  . 

4  Whooping-  Cough  . 

•  •  . 

1 

5  Diphtheria . 

1 

2 

6  Influenza  . ,  .  . 

9 

1 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

8  Cerebro-spinal  Fever . 

.  .  . 

1 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

1 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

2 

1 

11  Syphilis  . 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 

1 

13  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

24 

24 

14  Diabetes  . 

1 

2 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c . 

4 

15 

16  Heart  Disease . 

51 

33 

17  Aneurysm  . 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  . . . 

12 

8 

19  Bronchitis . 

1 

2 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

17 

4 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

2 

2 

22  Peptic  Ulcer . 

2 

.  .  • 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) . 

3 

.  .  • 

24  Appendicitis . 

1 

3 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

1 

... 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  &c . 

3 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  . 

6 

1 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

8 

•  •  • 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

— 

.  .  • 

30  Other  puerperal  causes . 

— 

•  .  . 

31  Congenital  debility,  prem.  births,  malformations,  &c. 

6 

8 

32  Senility  . 

8 

9 

33  Suicide  . 

2 

2 

34  Other  violence . 

13 

8 

35  Other  defined  diseases  . 

17 

14 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown . 

... 

... 

Population  ...  32,210. 
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Section  B. 

X 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  provide  first-class 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Laboratories  at  Stafford  which 
are  placed  at  the  service  of  Medical  Practitioners,  Hospitals 
and  Local  Authorities  free  of  charge. 


A  tabulated  list  of  the  work 

carried 

out  during 

1938 

is  given  below. 

Swabs  sent  for  Diphtheria  Bacillus 

Throat  Positive 

Negative 

Total 

From  Practitioners... 

38 

277 

315 

From  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

46 

368 

414 

From  Public  Health  Dept... 

1 

6 

7 

From  County  Council 

3 

41 

44 

Nose — 

From  Practitioners... 

2 

117 

1 19 

From  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

no 

323 

433 

From  Public  Health  Dept... 

3 

— 

3 

From  County  Council 

— 

42 

42 

Ear — 

From  Practitioners... 

1 

— 

1 

From  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

8 

21 

29 

Other  Specimens — 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacillus 

5 

53 

58 

Blood 

— 

3 

3 

Gums 

1 

4 

5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid 

— 

3 

3 

Pleural  Effusion  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Samples  of  Water — 


Fit 

Unfit 

Tota 

Chemical  Examination  ... 

11 

39 

50 

Bacteriological  Examination 

17 

33 

50 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  District  Council  owns  an  Austin  6-cylinder  18  h.p. 
Ambulance,  and  has  built  a  garage  at  the  District  Council 
Offices  for  its  accommodation. 

The  Ambulance  is  used  for  the  removal  of  sick  persons 
and  accident  cases  to  or  from  hospital,  as  well  as  for  the 
conveyance  of  Infectious  Disease  cases  to  Isolation 
Hospitals.  This  arrangement  is  not  ideal  but  will  cease 
when  the  proposed  new  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  Central 
Staffordshire  is  erected  and  provides  its  own  Ambulance. 

The  Ambulance  responded  to  543  calls  during  1938, 


as  follows  : — 

Lichfield  Rural  District  infectious  cases  ...  141 

Residents  in  the  Rural  District  ...  ...  168 

Lichfield  City  Council  ...  ...  ...  102 

Brownhills  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Aldridge  U.D.C .  1 

Rugeley  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tutbury  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wednesbury  B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Willenhall  U.D.C .  1 

Public  Assistance  Committee  ...  ...  16 

Military  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Police  calls  for  (1)  Lichfield  Rural  District  37 

(2)  Lichfield  City  ...  ...  13 

Private  Residents  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


543 


Total  mileage  run 


11,833.4 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  following-  Nursing  Associations  work  in  the  Lichfield 
Rural  District  and  are  affiliated  to  the  Staffordshire  Nursing 
Association. 


Association. 

ARMITAGE— 

Nurse  Micklewright,  s.c.m. 

Hon.  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Holdcroft, 

The  Rectory,  Armitage. 

ALREWAS— 

Nurse  Cluley,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  Whitfield, 

Burton  Road,  Alrewas. 

CHASETOWN— 

Queen’s  Nurse  Beeston,  s.c.m. 
Queen’s  Nurse  Parker,  s.c  M. 
Nurse  Croft. 

H.  Milton  Lees,  Esq., 
Malvern  House, 

Chase  Terrace,  Walsall. 

ELFORD— 

Nurse  Statham,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  Heath, 

Fish  Pits  Farm,  Harlaston 

FAZELEY— 

Nurse  F.  Statham,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  Ridsdale, 

Fazeley,  Tamworth. 

HINTS  &  WEEFORD— 
Nurse  Durber,  s.c.m. 

Mrs.  Bourne, 

Bourne  House, 

Weeford,  Lichfield. 

SHENSTONE  &  STONNALL— 

Nurse  Preston,  s.c.m.  Miss  Seal, 

Deanfield,  New  Road, 
Shenstone,  Lichfield. 

STREETLY  &  LITTLE  ASTON— 

Queen’s  Nurse  Brown,  s.c.m.  Mrs.  Norman  Wilson, 

Maynor,  Thornhill  Road, 
Streetly,  nr.  B’ham. 

THORPE— 

Nurse  Phillips,  s.c.m.  Mrs.  Paris, 

The  Rectory,  Thorpe. 

WHITTINGTON— 

Nurse  Darby,  s.c.m.  Miss  Dyott, 

Freeford  Hall,  Lichfield. 


11 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following-  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  are  in  operation 

in  the  area  : 


Infants’  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


*Alrewas  . 

Oddfellows’  Hall 

1st  and  3rd 
Tuesdays 

2 — 5  p.m. 

Armitage  . 

Primitive  Methodist 
Temple 

2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays 

1-30 — 5  p.m. 

Chasetown  ... 

Social 

Institute 

Wednesday 

Weekly 
3rd  Wednesday 

1-30 — 5  p.m. 

9-30  a. m. — 12-30  p.m. 

*Fazeley  . 

Victoria  Memorial 
Hall 

Monday  Weekly 

1-30 — 5  p.m. 

*Shenstone  ... 

Oddfellows’  Hall 

2nd  Thursday 

2 — 5  p.m. 

*Whittington 

Girls’  Club 

3rd  Thursday 

2 — 5  p.m. 

These  are  all  conducted  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

*  Infant  Welfare  Centres  only. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

A  Clinic  for  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment  is  held  in 
Sandford  Street,  Lichfield,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  at  which 
patients  from  the  Rural  District  are  treated. 


School  Clinics. 

There  are  no  School  Clinics  in  operation  within  the  Rural 
District,  but  School  Clinics  of  the  County  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  are  held  in  Centres  bordering  on  the  Lichfield  Rural 
Area. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  situated  at  Curborough,  provided 
by  the  City  and  Rural  District  Councils  of  Lichfield  for  the 
reception  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  is  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Councils.  The 
buildings  consist  of  a  converted  farmhouse  and  two  cottages, 
and  an  annexe  constructed  of  wood  and  galvanised  iron 
situated  about  a  quarter-of-a-mile  away  from  the  other 
section.  This  latter  building,  consisting  of  two  wards — 
each  with  four  beds — was  originally  provided  for  Smallpox 
but  is  now  used  as  an  overflow  for  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  cases. 

The  official  accommodation  of  the  Hospital  is  : — Scarlet 
Fever  14  beds,  Diphtheria  9  beds,  and  8  in  the  annexe. 


Mid-Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  District. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  the  Mid-Staffordshire 
Joint  Hospital  District  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  22ncl 
December,  1938. 

The  Joint  Hospital  District  comprises  the  City  of  Lich¬ 
field,  the  Borough  of  Stafford,  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Aldridge,  Brownhills,  Cannock,  Rugeley  and  Uttoxeter,  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Cannock,  Lichfield,  Stafford,  Tutbury 
and  Uttoxeter. 

The  Joint  Hospital  Board  held  its  first  meeting  on  the 
26th  January,  1939,  and  is  now  engaged  in  taking  steps  to 
procure  a  suitable  centrally  situated  site  and  in  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  plans  of  the  proposed  hospital  to 
be  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  District  Council  has  two  representatives  on  the 
Smallpox  Hospital  Joint  Board  for  South  Staffordshire. 

The  Hospital  is  situated  at  Moxley  in  the  Bilston  Urban 
District. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

are  sent,  by  arrangement  with  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  to  the  Wolverhampton  Women’s  Hospital. 


I 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following-  County  Institutions  are  available  : — 

County  Sanatorium,  Prestwood  House,  Kingswinford. 
Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Kinver. 

Groundslow  House  Sanatorium,  Tittensor. 

Yarnfield  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Stone. 

Children’s  Sanatorium,  The  Limes,  Himley. 

Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Eccleshall. 

These  are  maintained  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley  Joint  Committee. 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  in  the  City  of 
Lichfield. 

General  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  are  at 
Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Walsall  and  Burton. 

There  are  two  small  Voluntary  Hospitals  used  by 
people  of  the  district — namely,  Hammerwich  Cottage  Hos¬ 
pital  which  provides  for  the  mining  population  on  Cannock 
Chase  and  the  adjoining  coalfields,  and  the  Victoria  Hospital 
situated  within  the  City  of  Lichfield. 
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Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Report  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  parishes  of  Fazeley  and  Wigginton  and  part  of  the 
parish  of  Drayton  Bassett  are  supplied  by  the  Tamworth 
Joint  Waterworks  Board. 

Part  of  the  parish  of  Colton  is  supplied  with  water  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Rugeley  Urban  District  Council. 

The  parishes  or  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Alrewas, 
Armitage,  Brindley  Heath,  Burntwood,  Clifton  Campville, 
Colton,  Curborough  &  Elmhurst,  Drayton  Bassett,  Edingale, 
Elford,  Farewell  and  Chorley,  Fisherwick,  Hammerwich, 
Hamstall  Ridware,  Harlaston,  Kings  Bromley,  Longdon, 
Mavesyn  Ridware,  Shenstone,  Streethay,  Swinfen  and 
Packington,  Thorpe  Constantine,  Wall,  Weeford  and 
Whittington,  are  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water¬ 
works  Company. 

The  schemes  for  the  extension  of  water  mains  to  Alrewas 
Hayes  and  Harlaston  (Hogs  Hill)  were  considered  and 
sanctioned.  Agreements  were  entered  into  with  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  to  lay  the  mains,  and 
work  was  commenced  at  the  close  of  the  year,  being  com¬ 
pleted  in  January,  1939. 

The  Statfold  scheme  again  came  up  for  consideration 
via  a  different  route,  viz.  Seckington  and  Ashby  Road.  It 
was  decided  to  arrange  with  the  Tamworth  Rural  District 
Council  for  this  to  be  a  joint  scheme  and  will  be  carried  out 
when  an  agreement  with  Tamworth  is  completed. 

The  Stoneywell  scheme  has,  for  the  present,  been 
passed  over. 

The  parish  of  Hints  has  a  private  supply  which  is  suf¬ 
ficient  and  wholesome.  The  remaining  parts  of  parishes 
depend  on  private  wells  for  their  supply. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS. 

(Prepared  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Rimand,  Engineer  &  Surveyor) . 

Generally,  throughout  the  District,  all  sewage  works 
have  shown  a  reasonably  good  effluent  during  the  past 
year — Alrewas,  Little  Aston,  Stonnall  and  Whittington 
particularly.  Burntwood,  Chasetown  and  Watling  Street 
have  been  satisfactory,  and  are  being  kept  in  condition  in 
an  efficient  manner  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you. 

Armitage-with-Handsacre. — The  Disposal  Works  in 
this  parish  is  inadequate  and  a  scheme  is  now  being 
prepared  for  the  sewering  of  the  whole  parish  and  the 
construction  of  a  new  works.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  sanction  will  be  obtained  in  sufficient  time  to 
allow  for  the  commencing  of  the  scheme  during  the  coming 
year. 


Longdon. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  sewers  in  a  considerable  portion  of  this  Parish, 
and  the  sewage  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  proposed  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Armitage. 

Burntwood. — The  Pumping  Station  in  Cannock  Road 
where  the  Collery  Subsidence  has  taken  place,  has  been 
constructed  during  the  year  by  direct  labour,  and  is  working 
satisfactorily.  Further  work  will,  however,  have  to  take 
place  in  relaying  and  repairing  the  adjoining  Sewers  since 
it  is  desirable  to  stop  the  infiltration  of  Surface  Water 
which  takes  place  during  the  winter.  The  Sewer  has  also 
been  extended  in  Boney  Hay  Road  to  serve  development. 
A  scheme  has  been  prepared  to  sewer  the  Ogley  Hay  Road 
and  North  Street  areas,  and  which  it  is  hoped  can  be  put 
into  practice  during  the  coming  year.  On  account  of  the 
exceedingly  wet  winter  considerable  trouble  was  experienced 
at  the  Peters  Lane  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  dealing  with 
large  quantity  of  Storm  Water,  and  measures  have  been 
approved  by  the  Committee  which  will  improve  same  and 
help  to  prevent  further  trouble.  This  work  has  already 
been  commenced.  During  the  Summer  I  hope  to  keep  a 
careful  record  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  dealt  with  at  these 
works  since  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  further  extensions 
will  be  probably  necessary  in  the  near  future  due  to  the 
rapid  development  now  taking  place  in  the  parish  of 
Burntwood. 


Streethay. — These  works  are  out  of  date,  but  it  has 
been  possible  to  keep  the  effluent  on  the  safe  side.  It  will 
be  necessary,  no  doubt,  during  the  next  few  years  to 
prepare  a  scheme  for  the  re-construction  of  same. 


Wigginion. — Conditions  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton 
Village  which  is  sewered  are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being 
carried  out  by  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Board. 


Hopwas. — During  the  year  the  capacity  of  these  works 
has  been  doubled  and  they  are  now  of  sufficient  size  to 
serve  the  village  for  a  number  of  years  to  come,  until  such 
time  as  the  suggested  Joint  Scheme  with  Fazeley  is  carried 
out,  when  it  is  proposed  to  connect  the  higher  portions  of 
the  Sewers  to  the  new  system.  A  scheme  has  also  been 
prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  Sewer  at  Hopwas  Hill 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  during 
the  coming  year. 


Fazeley. — The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by 
the  Joint  Tamworth  Sewage  Board,  passing  from  the  main 
sewer  down  the  Watling  Street  under  the  Canal  to  Tam¬ 
worth.  Considerable  development  has  taken  place,  and  the 
main  sewer  is  in  a  bad  condition.  I  have  a  scheme  for 
providing  a  new  sewer  to  relieve  the  flow  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Disposal  Works  in  course  of  preparation. 


Colton. — Conditions  show  little  change  in  this  Parish. 
The  condition  of  the  sewers  is  somewhat  unsatisfactory, 
and  some  attention  will  probably  be  needed  in  the  next 
few  years. 


Wall. — During  the  year  a  small  Disposal  Works  has 
been  constructed  by  direct  labour,  which  is  working  satis¬ 
factorily  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  majority  of  the 
village  will  in  the  near  future  be  connected  to  same  as  the 
present  flow  is  much  smaller  than  that  for  which  the  works 
have  been  designed.  The  sewer  along  the  Watling  Street 
has  been  re-constructed  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  same  will  be  extended  to  serve  the  remainder  of 
the  village. 
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Shenstone. — The  sewer  in  St.  John’s  Hill  has  been 
extended  by  direct  labour,  and  I  hope  during  this  year  to 
commence  the  preparation  of  a  new  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme,  since  the  lease  of  the  present  site  expires  in  March 
1942.  Conditions  of  the  Chester  Road,  Stonnall,  are  still 
very  bad  and  the  sewering  will  have  to  be  again  considered 
in  the  near  future.  The  Disposal  Works  at  Lynn  are 
working  satisfactorily,  the  flow  is  at  times  very  small 
however. 


Muckley  Corner. — A  Scheme  has  been  considered  for 
this  area  but  has  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  cost. 
During  the  year,  however,  the  Septic  Tank  which  deals  with 
part  of  the  village  has  been  demolished  to  make  room  for 
road  widening  and  a  new  one  constructed  nearby. 


Hammerwich. — During  the  coming  year  it  is  hoped  to 
carry  out  certain  small  improvements  to  the  Watling  Street 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Conditions  in  the  Newtown  area 
are  not  good  but  as  development  is  restricted  there  is  little 
change  since  the  last  report. 


Harlaston. — These  works  are  working  as  well  as  can 
be  expected  under  the  circumstances  and  are  giving  a  fair 
effluent. 


Elford,  Edingale,  Clifton  Campville,  Hill  and  Ham- 
stall  Ridware  and  Kings  Bromley. — There  is  no  change 
to  report  in  the  conditions  existing  in  these  Parishes,  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  cause  for  any  change  at  the  present 
time,  although  serious  attention  will  have  to  be  given  during 
the  next  few  years  to  the  provision  of  proper  sewers  and 
the  construction  of  Disposal  Works  due  to  the  development 
which  is  taking  place,  and  to  the  Water  Scheme  which  has 
recently  been  completed. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  the  Semi-Urban  parts  of  the  district,  viz.  Alrewas, 
Armitage  (part),  Burntwood,  Fazeley,  Hammerwich,  Shen- 
stone  and  Wigginton — the  parishes  where  sewage  works  are 
provided — water  carriage  system  is  strictly  enforced.  In  the 
other  parishes  pail  system  is  recommended.  Great  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  separate  accommodation 
for  each  house. 

In  the  parishes  named,  the  Closet  and  Ashpit  accom¬ 
modation  are  shown  below  : — 


No.  of 

Water 

Pail 

Privy 

Ash- 

Ash- 

Other 

recep- 

Parish 

Houses 

Oarr’ge 

Closets 

Middens 

bins 

pits 

tacles 

Alrewas . 

487 

195 

40 

101 

236 

32 

82 

Armitage  . 

430 

319 

75 

55 

307 

36 

87 

Brindley  Heath  ... 

163 

81 

36 

46 

99 

20 

44 

Burntwood  . 

2428 

2078 

256 

46 

2273 

19 

50 

Colton  . 

135 

9 

70 

56 

— 

56 

71 

Elford  . 

82 

11 

30 

41 

8 

41 

30 

Fazeley  . 

783 

761 

11 

11 

731 

42 

10 

F4sherwick  . 

44 

10 

5 

26 

1 

14 

26 

Hammerwich  . 

471 

311 

90 

57 

236 

103 

86 

Hamstall  Ridware 

75 

15 

16 

44 

38 

4 

33 

Kings  Bromley . 

147 

47 

50 

50 

34 

30 

83 

Longdon  . 

357 

91 

108 

117 

172 

34 

149 

Mavesyn  Ridware 

119 

14 

58 

47 

7 

14 

97 

S  hen  stone  . 

985 

788 

77 

115 

829 

92 

51 

Swinfen . 

44 

15 

18 

11 

15 

8 

21 

Wall  . 

83 

32 

20 

31 

29 

18 

37 

Weeford  . 

75 

8 

61 

6 

2 

10 

63 

Whittington  . 

211 

132 

26 

40 

97 

62 

12 

Wigginton  . 

298 

222 

28 

47 

154 

69 

76 

Totals 

7417 

5139 

1075 

947 

5268 

704 

1108 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out 
in  the  parishes  or  parts  of  the  parishes  enumerated  below. 

The  work  is  done  by  contract,  and  the  average  cost  for 
the  year  1938-39  was  6s.  9d.  per  house  per  annum. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  contracts  the  contractors  send  in 
each  week  returns  of  the  parts  visited  and  the  amount  of 
refuse  removed.  These  returns  show  that  8,176  loads  were 
collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year. 
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Scavenging  1938-39. 


Parish. 

Approx. 

No.  of 

No  of 

1 

cost  per 

Scavenging  Area 

Houses 

Contract 

Houses 

Cost  to 

house  per 

£ 

s 

d 

£ 

s 

d 

annum. 

s. 

d. 

Alrewas  . 

546 

205 

0 

0 

486 

182 

10 

0 

7 

6 

(Streethay)  . 

— 

— 

60 

22 

10 

0 

7 

6 

Armitage  . 

428 

217 

0 

0) 

445 

221 

7 

6 

10 

0| 

(Longdon)  . 

17 

4 

7 

6j 

(Hill  Ridware)  . 

— 

— 

4 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Brindley  Heath  No  1. 

106 

72 

0 

0) 

1 

Brindley  Heath  No.  2. 

55 

42 

0 

0J 

r 

161 

114 

0 

0 

14 

oi 
z  2 

Burntwood  . . 

687 

165 

0 

0 

1 

Chasetown  . 

667 

195 

0 

0 

1 

f 

2350 

700 

0 

0 

5 

114 

Chase  Terrace  . 

996 

340 

0 

oj 

1 

Fazeley  . 

863 

280 

0 

0 

833 

270 

0 

0 

6 

5^ 

(Drayton  Bassett)... 

— 

— 

30 

10 

0 

0 

6 

5f 

Hammerwich  . 

643 

220 

0 

0 

525 

177 

10 

0 

6 

10£ 

(Wall)  . 

— 

— 

80 

27 

10 

0 

6 

10| 

Hamstall  Ridware  ... 

46 

17 

0 

0 

46 

17 

0 

0 

7 

4| 

Longdon  . 

352 

132 

0 

0 

335 

125 

12 

6 

7 

6 

Shenstone  . 

972 

285 

0 

0) 

1010 

300 

0 

0 

5 

114 

(In  Hammerwich)... 

38 

15 

0 

0/ 

Whittington  . 

210 

50 

0 

0 

202 

48 

2 

0 

4 

9 

(Swinfen)  . 

— 

— 

8 

1 

18 

0 

Wigginton . 

281 

94 

10 

0 

270 

90 

16 

0 

6 

8f 

(Swinfen)  . 

— 

— 

11 

3 

14 

0 

Swinfen  . 

— 

— - 

19 

5 

12 

0 

5 

lOf 

The  average  cost  per  house  per  annum  over  the  whole  area  where 
scavenging-  is  in  operation  was  6s.  9d. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  of  houses  visited  during  the  year,  either  in  connection 
with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  or  in  the  course  of 


complaints,  or  in  the  course  of  systematic  survey  ...  ...  4115 

Number  of  Final  Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  Final  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with...  ...  ...  ...  441 

Particulars  of  Sanitary  matters  referred  to  in  above  Notices — 

New  drains  to  be  provided  or  old  ones  amended  in  construction  51 
Water  Closets  to  be  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Ashbins  to  be  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Offensive  accummulations  and  other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  7 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  form  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Milk- 

Producers  of  Milk  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1016 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  47 

Slaughter-houses- 

Slaughter-houses  on  Register — Registered  ...  ...  ...  11 

Slaughter-houses  on  Register — Licenced  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1064 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  Inspection  under  the  Meat  Regulations — 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1064 

Meat  and  organs  condemned 

Carcases  of  beef ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Beef  .  782  lbs 

Heads  and  tongues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Hearts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Kidneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Livers  and  part  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Lights  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  47 

Veal  (carcases)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mutton  (carcases)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sheeps’  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Pork  (carcases)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pigs’  heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Pigs’  plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Pigs’  kidneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hams  and  bacon .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosisis  Order — 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 

1925  and  1938  .  90 

Carcases  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  some  of  the  shops  have  been  inspected 
and  entered  into  the  Register  which,  owing  to  pressure  of 
other  work,  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Ihe  number  of  sites  which  were  used  for  camping  was 

four. 

Licences  were  granted  for  three  of  the  sites  and  the 
other  was  being  considered  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  the  Area 
at  any  one  time  was  30. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Observations  are  made  of  smoke  from  the  chimneys  of 
the  various  factories,  pumping-  stations,  brick-works,  sanitary 
works,  the  United  Daires’  creamery,  and  the  Cannock  Chase 
Colliery  Co’s  electric  power  station. 

Serious  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  discharge 
of  grit  from  the  power  station  chimney  at  Chase  Terrace. 
The  Colliery  managers  were  notified,  with  satisfactory 
results. 


SCHOOLS. 


Water  Supply. 

The  following  schools  have  a  piped  water  supply  laid  on: 
Alrewas,  Brindley  Heath,  Burntwood,  Chasetown,  Chase 
Terrace,  Colton,  Chorley,  Clifton  Campville,  Drayton 
Bassett,  Edingale,  Elford,  Fazeley,  Gentleshaw,  Hammer- 
wich,  Hamstall  Ridware,  Harlaston,  Hill  Ridware,  Kings 
Bromley,  Longdon,  Little  Aston,  Shenstone,  Stonnall,  Wall, 
Whittington  and  Wigginton. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closets  at  the  following  schools  are  on  the  water- 
carriage  system:  Alrewas,  Brindley  Heath,  Burntwood, 
Chasetown,  Chase  Terrace,  Fazeley,  Hammerwich,  Little 
Aston,  Shenstone,  Whittington  and  Wigginton. 

In  the  parishes  where  there  are  no  sewage  systems  the 
pail  or  earth  type  of  closet  are  in  use. 

In  the  parishes  of  Armitage,  Brindley  Heath  and  Wall, 
public  scavenging  is  in  operation.  At  Drayton  Bassett, 
Harlaston,  Edingale  and  Clifton  Campville,  the  School 
Managers  attend  to  the  cleansing  of  the  schools. 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 


Table  of  houses  erected  and  completed  by  private 

enterprise  during  1938. 


Aire  was 

1 

house 

Armitage 

1 

house 

Brindley  Heath 

2 

houses 

Bnrntwood 

26 

houses 

Colton  ... 

2 

houses 

Curborough  and  Elmhurst  ... 

1 

house 

Drayton  Bassett 

1 

house 

Edingale 

3 

houses 

Elford  ... 

1 

1 

house 

store 

Fazeley 

1 

house 

Hammerwich  ... 

4 

houses 

Hamstall  Ridware 

1 

house 

Kings  Bromley 

1 

house 

Longdon 

5 

houses 

Mavesyn  Ridware 

2 

houses 

Shenstone 

13 

1 

houses 

dairy 

Wall . 

1 

house 

Whittington  ... 

2 

houses 

Wigginton 

1 

house 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council  during  1938. 


Fair  View,  Handsacre  ...  ...  18 

Chorley  Road,  Boney  Hay  ...  58 

Edingale  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Harlaston  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Triangle,  Hammerwich  ...  ...  12 

Lichfield  Crescent,  Hopwas  ...  16 

Wall .  4 
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HOUSING  ACTS. 

Houses  erected  by  the  District  Council. 


P  -  Parlour  type  houses. 

NP 

-  Non-Parlour  type  houses. 

Parish 

1919  Act. 

1923  Act. 

1924  Act. 

1925  Act. 

1931  Act. 

1936  Act. 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

Alrewas  . 

4 

16 

...  ... 

.  .  . 

Armitage . 

4 

12 

10 

8 

10 

Burntwoocl  . 

28 

62 

...  46 

8 

58 

Clifton  Campville  . 

...  ... 

2 

.  .  . 

Drayton  Bassett  . 

.  .  . 

7 

10 

Edingale . 

.  .  . 

4 

14 

Elford  . 

.  .  . 

8 

Farewell  and  Chorley  ... 

4 

.  .  . 

Fazeley  . 

24 

72 

100  42 

Fisherwick  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Hammerwich . 

5 

16 

10 

4 

8 

Hamstall  Ridware . 

.  .  . 

4 

...  ... 

Harlaston  . 

.  .  . 

2 

4 

Kings  Bromley  . 

6 

14 

Long-don  . 

3 

12 

8 

2 

6 

Mavesyn  Ridware . 

4 

Shenstone  . 

8 

22 

12 

Streethay . 

4 

4 

Swinfen  and  Packington 

2 

Wall  . 

4 

4 

Whittington  . 

6 

8 

8 

Wigginton  . 

... 

. 

8 

10 

TOTALS 

62 

186 

31 

72 

100  42 

...  100 

8 

30 

132 

GRAND  TOTALS — Parlour  Type  225. 


Non- Parlour  Type  540 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1938. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  a  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1685 

b  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  1732 

(2)  a  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
H  o us i ng  Consol i d at ed  Ivegu lations,  1925  ...  ...  710 

b  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  751 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  315 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  419 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  342 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  &  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936-2 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(2)  N  umber  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground  Rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  Tenements  or  Underground  Rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  Tenement  or  Room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1935— Overcrowding. 

a  (I)  Number  of  Dwelling's  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’  ...  ...  72 

(II)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  76 

(III)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  475 

b  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

c  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  23 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  154 

d  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  — 


*v 


LO 

CO 
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Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply. 


There  are  478  Producers,  1  Wholesale  Trader,  and  208 
Retailers  on  the  registers. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  farms,  producers’  and 
retailers’  premises  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  41  cases  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  the  neglect  of  lime¬ 
washing  of  cowsheds.  These  were  remedied  without  further 
action  being  taken. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  County  Council  that 
the  cowsheds  or  premises  of  31  farms  did  not  comply  with 
their  requirements  for  the  Accredited  Licence.  The  require¬ 
ments  in  these  cases  were  as  follows : — 


Reconstruction  of  floors 
Reconstruction  of  drainage 
Increased  lighting  ... 
Increased  ventilation 
Improved  manure  pit 
Improved  dairies 
Provision  of  sterilization  plant 


19 

9 

14 

21 

12 

7 

18 


I  pointed  out  to  the  farmers  and  estate  agents  of  the 
various  farms  the  defects  enumerated  above,  and  they  have 
in  all  cases  carried  out  the  requirements. 

During  the  year  14  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued 
for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milk. 

Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  year  some  1,500  visits  were  made  to  the 
slaughter-houses,  shops,  vans  and  places  where  food  is 
prepared.  Full  details  of  the  condemnation  of  meat  is  given 
in  the  classified  statement  in  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the 
Area  and  the  table  below. 

There  are  11  registered  slaughter-houses  and  16  licenced 
slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 

The  carcases  of  887  beasts,  79  calves,  2,694  sheep  and 
1,328  pigs  were  inspected,  and  it  was  recommended  that  the 
carcases,  etc.,  as  detailed  in  the  classified  statement  under 
the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area,  be  condemned. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

375 

512 

79 

2694 

1328 

Number  inspected 

375 

512 

79 

2694 

1328 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

' 

5 

17 

8 

7 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

11 

58 

— 

47 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

4-27% 

14*65% 

10-13% 

2-0% 

1-36% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

33 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

20 

119 

— 

46 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7-73% 

29-69% 

— 

— 

3-61% 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  licences  or  renewals  were  granted  as  those  in  force 
do  not  expire  until  December  31st,  1939.  , 

Adulteration  of  Foods,  &c. 

Action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  Milk 
and  Cream  Regulations,  and  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk 
Regulations,  is  carried  out  by  the  County  of  Stafford. 


Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884. 

During  the  year  7  boats  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  total  number  for  which  the  boats  were  registered 
was  21.  The  total  number  occupying  was  11,  viz.  6  adult 
males,  4  adult  females,  and  2  children. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  workshops  and  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and 
where  the  periodical  limewashing  had  not  been  carried  out 
verbal  notices  were  given.  The  work  was  carried  out  with¬ 
out  further  action  being  necessary. 

Hackney  Carriages. 

Three  licences  for  hackney  carriages,  and  three  drivers’ 
licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Knackers  Yard. 

The  knacker’s  yard  at  Dunstall  Cottage,  Fradley,  has 
been  inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  No  complaints  were  received  as  to 
these  premises,  therefore  the  licence  was  again  renewed. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Three  new  licences  and  90  renewals  were  granted  during 
the  year. 
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Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Smallpox. — No  cases. 


Scarlet  Fever — 

Cases  notified  ... 

162 

Removed  to  Hospital 

108 

Deaths  ... 

Nil 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  parishes  : 

Burntwood 

124 

Armitage 

9 

Shenstone 

6 

Colton  ... 

■  ...  5 

Hammerwich  ... 

5 

Whittington 

5 

Hamstall  Ridware 

3 

Farewell  &  Chorley 

2 

Other  parishes... 

3 

162 


Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  in  Burntwood  parish,  es¬ 
pecially  in  Chase  Terrace  and  Boney  Hay  areas.  The  disease 
reached  epidemic  form  in  the  month  of  May  when  a  large 
number  of  cases  were  notified  from  Chase  Terrace.  This 
high  prevalence  was  due  to  the  mild  nature  of  the  disease — 
children  having  a  mild  attack  and  returning  to  school 
without  the  disease  being  recognised  by  the  parents.  Where- 
ever  possible,  cases  were  home  nursed. 


Diphtheria — 

Cases  notified  ... 
Removed  to  Hospital... 
Deaths  ... 


60 

53 

3 
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The  cases  occured  in  the  following-  parishes  : — 
Brindley  Heath  ...  ...  20 


Fazeley...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Burntwood  ...  ...  ...  \  9 

Weeford  ...  ...  ...  6 

Elford .  3 

Alrewas  ...  ...  ...  2 


Other  parishes. . .  ...  ...  4 


60 

Diphtheria  broke  out  in  Brindley  Village  in  the  parish 
of  Brindley  Heath  in  July,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
year  gave  considerable  anxiety.  Every  known  measure  was 
adopted  to  control  the  disease  by  speedy  removal  of  patients 
to  Hospital  and  swabbing  of  contacts.  As  a  further  help, 
immunisation  was  offered  to  all  school  children,  and  posters 
were  put  up  through  the  village.  In  spite  of  this  there  was 
delay  by  parents  in  calling  in  a  doctor  in  the  early  stages. 
The  village,  which  consists  of  reconstructed  Army  huts,  is  in 
an  isolated  position  on  the  top  of  Cannock  Chase.  The 
disease  was  of  a  severe  type  and  the  three  deaths  were  all 
cases  from  Brindley  Village. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers 
of  the  County  Education  Committee,  and  I  am  indebted  to 
them  for  the  statistics  given  below.  Immunisation  was 
offered  to  infants  of  school  age,  and  in  one  or  two  districts 
to  infants  under  school  age. 


Accep¬ 

tances 

Percentage 
of  Forms 
issued 

Number 

immunised 

Material 

used. 

School  Children. 

Alrewas  C.  of  E. 

71 

71 

64 

T.A.F. 

Armitage... 

58 

70 

56 

T.  A.  F. 

Brindley  Village  Junior  School 

30 

85 

24 

T.A.M. 

Burntwood  Council 

51 

52 

48 

T.  A.  F. 

Chase  Terrace  Infants... 

128 

53 

119 

T.A.F. 

Chasetown  Council 

37 

34 

T.A.F. 

Chasetown  R.C. 

42 

14 

T.  A.  F. 

Fradley  C.  of  E. 

17 

85 

15 

T.A.F. 

Whittington 

50 

89 

43 

T.A.F. 

Infants  under  school  age 

Alrewas  ... 

Whittington  Infant  Welfare 
Centre 

31 

22 

29 

21 

T.A.F. 
T.  A.  F. 
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Enteric  Fever. — One  case  was  notified  from  Streetly  in  the 
parish  of  Shenstone,  which  might  have  been  caused  by  oysters. 


Pneumonia — 

Cases  notified  ... 
Removed  to  Hospital... 
Deaths  ... 


42 

Nil 

9 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified  from 
Birmingham  General  Hospital  of  an  adult  woman  residing  in 
Drayton  Bassett  parish,  and  it  proved  fatal. 


Poliomyelitis — 

11  Cases  notified. 

10  Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 

1  Death. 

Poliomyelitis  was  prevalent  in  parts  of  England  during 
the  autumn  of  1938,  and  there  were  two  foci  of  infection  in 
the  Lichfield  District.  Six  cases  occurred  in  the  parishes  of 
Burntwood  and  Hammerwich,  which  adjoin  each  other,  and 
there  was  a  second  area  of  infection  in  Whittington  Barracks 
where  four  cases  occurred,  three  of  them  in  soldiers  and  the 
other  in  a  soldier’s  child.  A  full  list  of  the  cases  is  given 
below.  It  will  be  noted  that  two  cases  were  notified  from 
one  family,  but  there  was  some  doubt  whether  the  second 
case  was  really  poliomyelitis.  Immediate  steps  were  taken 
to  provide  Hospital  treatment.  The  non-military  cases  were 
sent  to  the  Birmingham  Children’s  Hospital  and  after  the 
acute  stage  of  the  disease  had  passed  they  were  transferred 
to  the  County  Orthopaedic  Hospitals. 


Notified  Cases  of  Polio-myelitis  during  1938. 


JZ 

y 

IB 

S 


cO 

*5. 

o 

X 


yi 

£  S 

oj  s- 
X  T3 

s° 

i- 

5 


Q  Q  Q  Q  Q 


TJ 

0) 


o  bo 

*0  C 
La  .J3 

H:  x 


tn 

c  *G 
£  <D 
rt  J- 
X  T3 

g’s 

1° 

u 

CQ 


bo 

C 


>%x 

■*> 


T5 

<D 

05 

U 

3 


QJ 

£ 

o 

X 


-a 

CO 

S* 

w. 

O 

_c 


cO 

0- 


x 

u 


u 

<D 

£ 

£ 

X 


<u 

o 

ctf 

u 

<u 

H 

<D 

co 

ctf 

X 

o 


o 

■*-> 

bo 


o  o 


5  Q  Q  £ 


<u 

N 

aj 

tu 


O 

w 

bo 


X 

> 


o  o 


Q  Q 


<d 

60 

< 


00 


o 


lO  to 


lO 


CM 


CM 


CM 

to 


t'*  t<0 

to 


X 

CD 

w 


U<  S  S  tic 


§  § 


C 

<0 

CL 

M— 

O 

<D 

E 

CO 

z 


u 


CQ 

d 

6 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

£ 

w 

X 

S 

d 

00 

00 

00 

00 

to 

to 

to 

to 

lO 

00 

00" 

On" 

tH 

o' 

lO 

o' 

to 

T-H 

CM 

CM 

C/3 

d 


< 

c/5 


D 

cn  <D 
C  crt 

O  g 

M-h  C/3 

0i5 

2* 

cO  O 

Q 


oo 

to 

CM 


00 

to 


to 


00 

to 


00 

00  to 

^  o' 

O  T-l 


c 

.  2 

O  4-» 

s  s 

Q  o 

z 


00 

to 


to 

CM 


00 

to 


lO 

CM 


00 

to 

00 

o' 


00 

to 

00 

00 


00 

to 

00 

o' 

to 


CO 

to 

aT 


00 

00 

00 

CO 

to 

to 

to 

00 

to 

o' 

o' 

o' 

to 

aT 

tH 

■'-1 

T—t 

04 

o' 

o' 

T-H 

CM 

-T-H 

CM 

CM 

00 

35 


Puerperal  Pyrexia— 

6  Cases  notified. 

2  Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 
Deaths  nil. 


Tuberculosis — 

The  notifications  and  deaths  received  are  shown  in  the 
under-noted  table  distinguishing-  between  respiratory  and 
non-respiratory  cases. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

2son- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  vear  ... 

.  .  * 

1 

... 

1-5  years  . 

•  4.  4 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

5-15  years  . 

1 

3 

3 

15-25  years  . 

3 

3 

1 

1 

25-35  years  . 

3 

1 

1 

35-45  years  . 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

45-55  years  . 

55-65  years  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

65  and  upwards 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Totals  ... 

7 

7 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

During-  the  year,  5  males  were  sent  to  Prestwood  Sana¬ 
torium  for  treatment  and  5  females  to  Groundslow.  Also,  1 
male  was  treated  at  The  Limes,  Himley,  and  1  female  at 
Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Notification  appears  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  only  non- 
notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  two  infants  who  both  died 
in  Birming-ham  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  tli  k 
in  the  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD,  on  the  admin! 
Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSE 


Premises 


Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical  power  .. 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including  works  of  building  am.  c 
ing  construction  but  not  including  outworkers’  premises) 


Total 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature  .. 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

l  insufficient 

Sanitary  Conveniences  l  unsuitable  or  defective 

I  not  separate  for  sexes 


i  1938,  for  the  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LICHFIELD, 
i'.tion  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  and  the 


F  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Number  of 

1 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Occupiers 

i  •  • 

6 

1 

prosecuted. 

jj  *  ' 

52 

14 

,  . 

leer- 

i  •  • 

2 

*  • 

•  • 

60 

15 

... 

:  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 

H.M, 

Inspector. 

10 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

*  * 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

I 

j  15 

•  • 

•  • 

JOHN  A.  WATT,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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